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Activity 1: Growth of global tourist destinations

The Tourist Area Life Cycle (TALC) model

The development of tourist destinations can be compared to the Tourist Area Life Cycle 
(TALC) model, which shows tourist numbers to a destination over time.
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(Source: adapted from R.W.Butler, Tourist Area Life Cycle 1980)
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Activity 3: The popularity and appeal of global destinations

Egypt Information

Reason for travel

Egypt offers visitors a rich cultural experience and some of the most famous landmarks 
in the world including the Pyramids of Giza, Luxor Temple, The Valley of the Kings and 
ancient cities such as Cairo and Luxor. One of the main reasons for travel to Egypt is to 
experience its culture and ancient history. Cruises along the River Nile take tourists to 
many of these well-known temples and historic sites. Egypt’s many different attractions 
appeal to a range of visitors and offer many different holiday options. Families can enjoy 
camel rides across the desert, or for the more adventurous, quad biking and jeep safaris. 
The Red Sea has clear waters and coral reefs and is known as one of the best places in 
the world for diving. The climate is favourable all year, attracting visitors seeking winter 
sun and white sandy beaches. For people wanting to be more active, Egypt is a known 
destination for wind and kite surfing.

Safety and security

Before 2011, Egypt had experienced a few terrorist attacks in popular tourist areas but 
was mostly considered to be a safe destination. In 2011 a ‘people’s revolution’ caused 
chaos in Egypt. Tourists became more concerned about safety and security and many 
experienced a ‘lock down’ of Cairo’s international hotels during the riots. This civil unrest 
led to an attack to remove the Egyptian president by the military in 2013. These events 
were then followed by a series of high-profile airline disasters. The first disaster was when 
a Russian passenger plane was shot down in Sharm El-Sheikh in October 2015.

Tourists from around the world, already feeling worried about visiting, were then advised 
by their governments not to travel to Egypt. In 2017, countries such as the UK, Germany 
and Russia still had bans on direct flights to the previously popular Red Sea resort of 
Sharm El-Sheikh.

However, the flight ban between Heathrow and Luxor, the main starting point for Nile 
River cruise holidays, was lifted in October 2016.

The Egyptian government reopened attractions such as the tombs of King Seti and 
Queen Nefertari in 2017, but people say that this has not done enough to get visitor 
numbers back to their previous highs and the government is not doing enough to help 
revive the tourist industry.

The Foreign and Commonwealth Development Office (FCDO) gives travel advice to UK 
citizens.

In January 2020 the FCDO advice for Egypt was:

“Following US air strike in Baghdad on 3 January, there is a possibility of an increased 
threat against Western interests and the security situation could worsen with 
little warning.

Terrorists are very likely to try to carry out attacks in Egypt and have attacked tourists in 
Egypt in the past.
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You should follow the advice of Egyptian authorities, remaining particularly vigilant and 
maintaining a high level of security awareness in crowded places and at large gatherings. 
The authorities in Egypt maintain a significant security presence across the country, 
including armed security officers stationed at important sites, critical infrastructure, and 
road checkpoints. Extra measures are in place at tourist sites.

After a flight to St Petersburg crashed in North Sinai in October 2015, direct flights 
between the UK and Sharm El-Sheikh were suspended. The UK government has 
worked with Egyptian authorities to enable flights to resume, and on 22 October 2019 
the restrictions were lifted.

There continues to be a greater risk of terrorism against aviation in Egypt. Additional 
security measures are in place for flights departing from Egypt to the UK. You should 
co-operate fully with security officials at airports”.

(Source: https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/egypt)

Publicity

The riots, plane crashes and the attacks on Coptic Christian churches were reported in 
the news all over the world.

In 2017, Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel (in post at the time), actor Will Smith, 
and footballer Lionel Messi’s visits to the Pyramids to show support for Egypt’s tourism 
industry were widely publicised.

New archaeological discoveries may help bring the tourists back. In 2017 discoveries 
included a 13th century pyramid and statues of ancient pharaohs. These discoveries were 
well publicised, promoting Egypt as an archaeological hotspot.

Visitor numbers

Annual tourist arrivals Date Number

Pre 2011 15.0 million

2011 9.8 million

2016 5.4 million

2017 8.3 million

2018 9.0 million

Annual arrivals from Britain 2017 213,000

2018 415,000
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